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We’re on the road to nowhere
Come on inside
Takin’ that ride to nowhere
We’ll take that ride

— The Talking Heads —

[p. 248 — 256]

SUMMARY

A mere five years after the law schools first opened their doors, the entire system faces
the specter of a brutal downsizing and the potential frustration of their very purpose for
existing. In an uncharacteristic burst of apparent free-marketism, the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology had allowed far more law schools
to be created than was originally planned. The result was too many graduates competing
for a fixed number of passing slots for entering the Supreme Court’s Legal Research and
Training Institute, and declining pass rates of currently 33% rather than the planned rate
of 70-80%. To cope with this the Ministry is pressuring the law schools to reduce the
size of their classes. Obviously, a reduction in quantity is regarded as equaling a higher
quality. Currently, an analysis of the correlation between law school grades and bar
exam performance is under way. Depending upon how far the law schools cooperate in
this exercise, it may mark the end of whatever higher ideals were intended to be realized
through their creation. Law schools will become places dedicated to preparing students
for the bar exam and not much else. Originally, these were expressly not supposed to
teach to the bar exam.

(The editors)

Readers should understand that this is not intended as a cite-heavy overview of the
developing history of the law school system, but rather as an editorial rant based on the
author’s personal experience as a professor at a Japanese law school, as well as a participant
in innumerable symposiums, seminars, meetings and other forums at which the current
status and future prospects of the system have been discussed. The views in this article are
those of the author alone and should not be attributed to any organization or institution with
which he is affiliated.
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ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Nur fiinf Jahre nach ihrer Einfiihrung droht den japanischen Law Schools ein massiver
Riickbau, und es besteht die Gefahr, dass sie ihrer urspriinglich vorgesehenen Aufgabe
einer umfassenden juristischen Ausbildung verlustig gehen. Das japanische Erziehungs-
ministerium hat, aus welchem Grund auch immer, wesentlich mehr Law Schools ak-
kreditiert, als urspriinglich vorgesehen war. Das hat dazu gefiihrt, dass die Erfolgsquote
beim Aufnahmeexamen fiir das zentrale Juristenausbildungsinstitut anstelle der geplan-
ten 70-80 % lediglich bei knapp iiber 30 % liegt. In der augenscheinlichen Annahme,
dass mit einer Verringerung der Studentenzahl automatisch eine qualitative Steigerung
einhergeht, iibt das Ministerium derzeit erheblichen Druck auf die Law Schools aus,
ihre Studentenzahl drastisch zu verringern, um so der urspriinglich avisierten Erfolgs-
quote ndher zu kommen. Da zudem eine Untersuchung iiber das Verhdltnis der Ab-
schliisse an den Law Schools und dem Erfolg bei der Aufnahmepriifung lduft, steht zu
befiirchten, dass diese sich iiber kurz oder lang auf die Vorbereitung fiir diese Priifung
konzentrieren werden, obwohl urspriinglich eine der wesentliche Akkreditierungsvor-
aussetzungen darin bestanden hatte, gerade keine derart enge Examensvorbereitung zu
betreiben.

(Die Redaktion)



